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Story ideas for print and broadcast media

Dec. 29, 1989
TECHNOLOGY, TEACHER EMPOWERMENT ON THE HORIZON FOR EDUCATION,
SAYS UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON EDUCATION EXPERT

During the next decade, technological advances will find their way
into the classroom and teachers will be asked to be active decision-makers
in school districts around the nation, says Thomas J. Lasley, professor of
teacher education at the University of Dayton.
"Some of the more innovative school districts are now using interactive video," he said. Using a keyboard or touch screen, students can
explore a variety of scenarios on a given subject, including science experiments not available in the classroom. "The equipment and programs are
user-friendly and the kids don't have much trouble adapting," said Lasley.
Organic learning, based on a child's abilities and interests rather
than an inflexible text, will come to the forefront in the next decade, he
said, and teachers can expect to become active participants in setting
school district policies and programs.
New legislation in Ohio will allow parents to have more say in
deciding where their children attend school, a move which will promote
teacher accountability, says Lasley. "As a parent I like it, but as a
teacher I'm not sure," he said, noting that pressure on teachers will
increase. "Weak teachers are going to find parents fighting to keep their
kids out of their classes, but it will reward the really good teachers. I
think it will improve the quality of teachers in the long run."
For media interviews, contact Thomas J. Lasley at (513) 229-3344.
ABORTION AND CHILD CARE WILL CONTINUE TO BE MAIN WOMEN'S ISSUES
IN THE '90S, SAYS UD WOMEN'S STUDIES EXPERT

Abortion and child care will continue to top the list of women's
issues in the '90s, says Patricia A. Johnson, director of the University of
Dayton women's studies program.
"Abortion is not going to go away," she said, "and child care will
become very important as the work force becomes more and more dependent
upon the labor of women. More and more companies like General Foods and
IBM will be providing child care alternatives, options and programs for
their employees. They are finding that such programs are major factors in
enhancing the work environment for both males and females."
According to Johnson, another trend in the '90s will be the growing
political involvement of women. "Women have now entered into the lower
levels of politics in greater numbers. As these women gain experience and
credibility, they will be seen in higher and higher positions."
For media interviews, contact Pa icia Johnson at (513) 229-2819 or at
home at (513) 253-2284.
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